                                           Character Education Alive and Well at Bayless Elementary

As the counselor at Bayless Elementary, I am excited to share with you the latest updates to our Character Education Program. As most of us are keenly aware, character development is vital in the cultivation of responsible adults, trustworthy employees, and compassionate citizens. Many of us share a concern about the apparent decline of moral fiber in our country. As educators, we at Bayless Elementary School want to try to shift that tide. It is our desire to positively influence our students to understand, care about, and act upon shared core ethical values. To that end, we hope to generate a more positive direction for our students, families, and community.
Our Character Education Committee is currently creating surveys for parents, educators, and community leaders to establish shared values. We hope to form new parent and community partnerships by doing so.   Collectively, we will establish our “Character Trait Words of the Month “for our school to focus on. We have implemented our program with a school wide focus on personal integrity and through our visible commitment to promoting core values. This is conveyed by our school slogan used by staff members who answer our phones. It is not unusual to hear, “Good morning, Bayless Elementary, where Character Counts!”  Peer mentoring with the Junior High students, Student Ambassadors welcoming parents and community members to establish hospitality, monthly nominations to the Character Hall of Fame, and having “Tardy Parties” for improved attendance, are all new programs that have been formed as an outreach to link our school mission with Character Education. Our new partnership with the Affton Schnucks has proven to be exciting for our students who receive “Cookies for Character” for showing good manners, kindness, and cooperation. Edwards Jones Company has also joined in to help recognize students of high moral and academic conduct by donating medals for students. 

It is an exciting time at the elementary building and I can tell the students are enjoying themselves with all the activities! One can visibly see the positive transformation of our school culture.  Most importantly, it is rewarding to see the personal growth that each child has shown, as well as the respect and concern for one another that has been developed in the past several months. It is our desire that this will be the foundation from which caring and responsible adults and citizens are cultivated.
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